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Background 

 Portland Recycles! Plan set a 75% recycling goal 

Phase 1: 



 Collect food scraps with 

yard debris 

 Weekly yard debris and 

food scraps 

 Every-other-week 

garbage 

Portland Recycles! Plan 

Phase 2: 



Reduction in garbage 

Residential Garbage

(tons collected curbside)

58,900

94,100

-

25,000

50,000

75,000

100,000

Nov 2010 - Oct 2011 CY 2012

-37%



Residential Composting 

(tons collected curbside)

85,300

30,600

-

25,000

50,000

75,000

100,000

Nov 2010 - Oct 2011 CY 2012

Increase in composting 

+2.8X 



Food scrap participation 

 Food scraps are in about 90% of green 

composting carts at the curb 



Positive program perception 

How do you rate garbage/recycling service in terms of quality?

(2012 Community Survey)

6%

Very 

bad
8%

Bad

20%

Neutral

41%

Good

25%

Very good

(2012 City Auditor Survey) 



Excellent recycling 

Where is Portland's curbside recycling?

85% in the 

recycling cart

15% in the 

garbage can



Residential Recovery Rate 

51%

68%
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Non-program materials in commingled stream

7%

13%

6%

8%

13%

8%

15%

9%

12%

13%

13%
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April 2010 (Pre-Pilot)

June 2010 Control

October 2010 Control

2011 Oregon DEQ Report

July 2010 Pilot (WR)

September 2010 Pilot (WR)

January 2011 Pilot (WR)

April 2011 Pilot (WR)

April 2012 Citywide

September 2012 Citywide

April 2013 Citywide

Weekly 

garbage 

E2W 

garbage 



Program Materials 

NO 

 Plastic bags 

 Plastic lids 

 Clamshells, beverage cups 

and other rigid plastics 

 Coffee cups 

 Freezer boxes 

YES 



Arianne Sperry 

Portland Recycles! Coordinator 

Arianne.sperry@portlandoregon.gov 

503-823-5664 

www.portlandcomposts.com 

mailto:Arianne.sperry@portlandoregon.gov

